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RAIN Alliance – Statement on the EU Packaging and Packaging Waste 
Regulation (PPWR) 

RAIN RFID is a standards-based, wireless technology that uses ultra-high frequency (UHF) radio waves 
to enable businesses and consumers to identify, locate, authenticate and engage with trillions of everyday 
items.   

A key enabler of sustainable circularity across various sectors, RAIN technology helps to ensure 
comprehensive product tracking and deliver critical end-of-life instructions to sorters and recyclers, as well 
as providing consumers with easy access to comprehensive product information.  

This is reflected by the RAIN Alliance’s role as a formal liaison in the CEN/CENELEC JTC24, the European 
standardisation initiative developing standards to support Digital Product Passport (DPP) 
implementation. JTC24 recognises RAIN technology as one of the permitted data carriers capable 
of supporting the DPP, thanks to its ability to provide the item-level identification needed 
to enhance traceability, reuse, recycling and drive more efficient resource management 
across global supply chains.   

In practical terms, RAIN RFID is frequently used in conjunction with packaging.  

The EU Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR) seeks to improve packaging 
recyclability, established recycled content and reuse targets, and harmonise the currently fragmented 
Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) rules, fees and eco-modulation criteria across the EU.  

Given RAIN RFID’s function as a digital identifier and data carrier, and as specifically called out in Annex 1B of 
the PPWR legislation, as a RFID technology, RAIN technology is not considered packaging under the EU 
Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR).  

As policymakers increasingly recognise the role of digital technologies such as RAIN RFID in enabling 
circularity and enhancing traceability, we hope that these benefits will be appropriately reflected in any future 
EPR approaches.  
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